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2-12-40. Short Title.
This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Georgia Liming Materials Act of 1996."

2-12-41. Definitions.
As used in this article, the term:
(1) "Agricultural liming material”" means a product whose calcium and magnesium compounds are capable of neutralizing soil acidity

and which is sold or distributed for that purpose. Agricultural liming materials may either be in solid or liquid (suspension) form. The
following are types of agricultural liming materials:
(A) "Burnt lime" is a material made from limestone which consists essentially of calcium oxide or a combination of calcium
oxide with magnesium oxide.
(B) "Calcitic liming materials" are those materials composed wholly or primarily of calcium carbonate.
(C) "Dolomitic liming materials" are those materials composed of calcium and magnesium carbonates.
(D) "Hydrated lime" is a material, made from burnt lime, which consists of calcium hydroxide or a combination of calcium
hydroxide with magnesium oxide or magnesium hydroxide or both.
(E) “Industrial by-product” is any industrial waste or by-product containing calcium or calcium and magnesium compounds
which will neutralize soil acidity.
(F) "Limestone" is a material consisting essentially of calcium carbonate or a combination of calcium carbonate with magnesium
carbonate which is capable of neutralizing soil acidity.
(G) "Marl" is a granular or loosely consolidated earthy material composed largely of seashell fragments and calcium carbonate.
(2) "Brand" means the term, designation, trademark, product name, or other specific designation under which individual agricultural
liming materials are offered for sale.
(3) "Bulk" means in nonpackaged form.
(4) "Calcium carbonate equivalent" or “neutralizing value" means the acid neutralizing capacity of an agricultural liming material
expressed as weight percentage of calcium carbonate.
(5) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Georgia.
(6) "Distribute" means to offer for sale, sell, exchange, barter, or otherwise supply or make available agricultural liming material in
this state.
(7) "Distributor" means any person who distributes.

(8) "Fineness" means the percentage by weight of the liming material which will pass the United States Standard Sieve Series of
specified sizes. The Commissioner shall establish by regulation the sieve sizes and minimum percentages required to pass such sieves
for agricultural liming materials.

(9) "Investigational allowance" means an allowance for variations inherent in the taking, preparation, and analysis of an official
sample of agricultural liming material.

(10) "Label" means any written or printed matter on or attached to the package or on the delivery ticket which accompanies bulk
shipments.

(11) "Labeling" means all written, printed, or graphic matter upon or accompanying any liming material or any advertisements,
brochures, posters, or television or radio announcements used in promoting the sale of such liming material.

(12) "Licensee" means the person who is responsible for guaranteeing agricultural liming materials and who receives a lime license to
distribute agricultural liming materials under the provisions of this article.

(13) "Lot" means that amount of agricultural liming material on hand and actually covered by the official sample at the time and place
of sampling. In determining deficiencies in and penalties on agricultural liming materials under this article, deficiencies and penalties
shall be calculated on the actual tonnage present at the time of sampling, provided that, if at the time of sampling at least 20 % of the
single delivery is present, the total amount in the single shipment shall be subject to penalty.

(14) "Official sample" means any sample of agricultural liming material taken by the Commissioner or the Commissioner's agent and
designated "official” by the Commissioner.

(15) "Percent" or "percentage" means by weight.
(16) "Person" means an individual, partnership, association, firm, or corporation.

(17) "Ton" means a net weight of 2,000 pounds avoirdupois.

2,-12-42. Administration of article.
This article shall be administered by the Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Georgia.
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2-12-43. Licenses required; application, annual renewal, fees, revocation; registration of products; application, fees,

cancellation.
(a)(1) Each person whose name appears on the label of an agricultural liming material or who is responsible for guaranteeing such

liming material must obtain a lime license from the Commissioner before distributing such product in Georgia.

(2) All licenses shall expire on June 30 of each year, The application for a license shall be submitted to the Commissioner on forms
furnished by the Commissioner. Upon approval by the Commissioner, a copy of the license shall be furnished to the applicant. A new
licensee shall pay a license fee of $70.00. Thereafter, the license fee shall be based on the annual tonnage of liming materials sold in
Georgia by the licensee in the previous 12 month period ending June 30, in accordance with the following:

(A) A $100.00 annual fee for licensees having sales of 10,000 tons or more of liming materials in this state; or
(B) A $70.00 annual fee for licensees having sales of less than 10,000 tons of liming materials in this state.

A lime license must be renewed annually and fees shall be received by July 1 of each calendar year, or the applicable license fee shall
increase in the manner prescribed in the rules and regulations. Such license may be revoked for cause, after due notice and hearing,
for a violation of this article or any rules or regulations adopted by the Commissioner pursuant to this article.

(b)(1) No licensee shall distribute in this state an agricultural liming material until such product is registered with the Commissioner
by the licensee whose name appears on the label. An application for registration for each brand and product name of liming materials
shall be made on forms furnished by or otherwise acceptable to the Commissioner. Labels for each brand and product name shall
accompany the application. The registration fee shall be $70.00 per product. Such fee shall be submitted with the registration, and a
renewal fee of $70.00 shall be due each July 1. If renewal registration fees are not received by July 1 of each calendar year, the
registration fee shall increase in the manner prescribed in the rules and regulations. Upon approval by the Commissioner, a copy of
the registration shall be furnished to the applicant. Such registrations shall be considered permanent so long as no changes or
deviations are made in the labels of such products and so long as the registration fees are paid as specified in this article and the rules
and regulations of the Commissioner. Such registrations may be canceled for cause, after due notice and hearing, for a violation of
this article or any rules and regulations adopted by the Commissioner pursuant to this article.

(2) A distributor shall not be required to register any brand of agricultural liming material which is already registered under this
article by another person, provided the label does not differ in any respect.

2-12-44. Semiannual tonnage statements.
Each licensee shall submit semiannually to the Commissioner, on forms furnished by or acceptable to the Commissioner, a statement

as to the total tons of liming material sold by such licensee. This and such other information as the Commissioner may require by
regulations shall be supplied for the reporting periods of July 1 through December 31 and January 1 through June 30. Reports shall be
received by the Commissioner no later than 30 days after the close of the reporting period.

2-12-45. Labeling requirements.
(a) Agricultural liming materials sold, offered, or exposed for sale in this state shall have affixed to each container in a conspicuous

manner on the outside thereof a plainly printed or stamped label, tag, or statement, or in the case of bulk sales, a delivery slip setting
forth at least the following information:

(1) The name and principal office address of the licensee, manufacturer, or distributor;
(2) The brand or trade name of the material;

(3) The identification of the product as to the type of the agricultural liming material;
(4) The net weight of the agricultural liming material;

(5) The guaranteed calcium carbonate equivalent (neutralizing value). The minimum calcium carbonate equivalent shall be
prescribed for various agricultural liming materials by regulation;

(6) The guaranteed content of elemental calcium (Ca); .
(7) In the case of dolomitic limestone, the guaranteed content of elemental magnesium (Mg). The minimum magnesium
content for dolomitic liming materials shall be established by regulations;

(8) The percent by weight passing through U.S. Standard sieves as prescribed by regulations; and the percent moisture. The
maximum moisture content will be prescribed by regulation.

(b) No information or statement shall appear on any package, label, delivery slip, or advertising matter which is misleading to the
purchaser as to the quality, analysis, type, or composition of any agricultural liming material. No oral or written statement or claim
which is false or misleading as to the comparative value or effectiveness of liming 1nater1als shall be made in any labeling, promotion,

or advertising medium.




2-12-46. Analysis and sampling by Commissioner.
(a) It shall be the duty of the Commissioner, who may act through his or her authorized agent, to sample, inspect, make analyses of,

and test agricultural liming materials distributed within this state as the Commissioner may deem necessary to determine whether such
agricultural liming materials are in compliance with the provisions of this article. The Commissioner, individually or through his or
her agent, is authorized to enter upon any public or private premises or carrier during regular business hours in order to have access to
agricultural liming material subject to the provisions of this article and regulations pertaining thereto and to the records relating to

their distribution.

(b) The methods of analysis and sampling shall be those adopted by the Association of Official Analytical Chemists (AOAC) or such
other methods approved by the Commissioner.

(c) The results of official analyses of agricultural liming materials and portions of official samples shall be distributed by the
Commissioner as provided for by regulation.

2-12-47. Sale of noncomplying or toxic material prohibited.
(a) No agricultural liming material shall be sold or offered for sale in this state unless it complies with the provisions of this article and

rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this article.
(b) No agricultural liming material shall be sold or offered for sale in this state which contains toxic materials in quantities determined
by the Commissioner which may be injurious to plants or animals.

2-12-48. Penalties for deficient materials, .
If the analysis of an official sample shows that an agricultural liming material is deficient in one or more of its guarantees beyond the

investigational allowances set forth in the regulations of the Commissioner, the following penalties shall be assessed in accordance
with the following provisions:

(1) In the event the neutralizing value (calcium carbonate equivalent) is found deficient, the penalty shall be 50¢ per percentage point
or fraction thereof on all liming materials;

(2) In the event the magnesium (Mg) is found to be deficient, the penalty shall be $1.00 per percentage point or fraction thereof on all
liming materials;

(3) When an official sample does not meet screen specifications as set forth in this article, the penalty shall be 50¢ per percentage
point or fraction thereof for each sieve size failing to meet its guarantee; '

(4) If the moisture content of an official sample exceeds the guarantee, a penalty of $1.00 per ton shall be assessed for each increase in
moisture of 5% or fraction thereof;

(5) When an official sample is subject to a penalty, the tonnage represented by the official sample shall be subject to a minimum
penalty of $10.00 and a maximum penalty not to exceed the actual retail value of the liming material; and

(6) Penalty payments will be made to the consumer, when known, through the office of the Commissioner. If the consumer is
unknown, the penalty payment will be made to the Commissioner to be deposited in the state treasury.

2-12-49, Rules and regulations.
The Commissioner, after reasonable notice and hearing, is authorized to promulgate and enforce rules and regulations for the

administration of this article.

2-12-50. Notice and prosecution of violations; hearings; penalty.

(a) If it appears to the Commissioner or the Commissioner's agents that this article or the rules and regulations issued under this article
have been violated, the Commissioner shall cause notice of the violation to be given to the licensee, distributor, or person responsible;
and the persons notified shall be given an opportunity to be heard in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the "Georgia
Administrative Procedure Act." If it appears after such hearing that any of the provisions of this article or the rules and regulations
issued pursuant to this article have been violated, the Commissioner may certify the facts to the court having jurisdiction for
prosecution as a misdemeanor or other appropriate action.

(b) Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c) Nothing in this article shall be construed as requiring the Commissioner to report a violation of this article for prosecution or for
the institution of seizure proceedings when the Commissioner believes that the public interest will best be served by other methods.




RULES AND REGULATIONS

40-27-1-.01 Definitions.
(1) "Act" means the Georgia Liming Materials Act of 1996.

(2) "Fineness or Particle Size" means the percentage by weight of the liming material which will pass a U. S. Standard sieve and the
following minimums shall apply:

(a) Solid liming materials:
90 % through a 10 mesh sieve
50 % through a 50 mesh sieve
25 % through a 100 mesh sieve

(b) Liquid or suspension liming materials:
100 % through a 20 mesh sieve
60 % through a 200 mesh sieve

(c) Finely ground limestone:
98 % through a 20 mesh sieve
70 % through a 100 mesh sieve

(d) Industrial by-products — while no minimums are required, product labels must state the following:

Percentage (%) passing a 10 mesh sieve
Percentage (%) passing a 50 mesh sieve
Percentage (%) passing a 100 mesh sieve

40-27-1-.02 License fees.
The renewal fee for a Lime License shall be due on July 1, of each year, Fees and renewals received after July 1 each year shall be:

Date Fee Received Tonnage Previous Year License Renewal Fee
July 2 through July 31 Less than 10,000 tons $105.00
10,000 tons or more $210.00
Aug. 1 through Aug. 31 Less than 10,000 tons $140.00
10,000 tons or more $280.00
Sept. 1 and Later Less than 10,000 tons $175.00
10,000 tons or more $350.00

40-27-1-,03 Product registration renewal and renewal fees.
The renewal of product registration and payment of the renewal fee shall be due on July 1 of each year. Fees and renewals received

after July 1, each year shall be:

Date Fee Received Registration Renewal Fee
July 2 through July 31 $105.00 per product
Aug. 1 through Aug. 31 $140.00 per product
Sept. 1 and Later $175.00 per product

40-27-1-.04 Tonnage reporting.
Every licensee shall file a tonnage report twice annually, no later than July 30, covering tonnage shipped January 1 through June 30

and no later than January 31 covering tonnage shipped July 1 through December 31. All tonnage shall be reported to two decimal
places when less than one ton is reported and to the nearest ton when more than one ton is reported. Each report shall include the

following information:
(a) Total tonnage of all liming materials distributed.
(b) Total tonnage of solid liming materials distributed.
(c) Total tonnage of liquid or suspension liming maferials distributed.
(d) Total tonnage of Dolomitic liming materials distributed.
(e) Total tonnage of Calcitic liming materials distributed.
40-27-1-,05 Calcium Carbonate Equivalents.
(1) Certain liming materials shall be labeled to show their calcium carbonate equivalent (CCE) as follows;
(a) Burnt Lime — not less than 140%
(b) Hydrated Lime — not less than 110%

(c) Other Solid Liming Materials — not less than 85%




(d) Liquid or Suspension Materials — not less than 45%

(2) Marl and industrial by-products when used for neutralizing value may vary in their composition and shall not be subject to a
minimum calcium carbonate equivalent (CCE) but must be labeled to show the minimum calcium carbonate contained in the product.

40-27-1-.06 Magnesium content,
Solid dolomitic liming materials shall contain a minimum of 6% magnesium and liquid or suspension dolomitic liming materials must

contain at least 3% magnesium.

40-27-1-.07 Moisture content,
(1) Solid liming materials shall contain no more than 15% moisture and liquid or suspension liming materials shall contain no more

than 50 % moisture.
(2) Industrial by-products shall not be subject to a maximum moisture content but must be labeled to show the maximum moisture
contained. -

40-27-1-.08 Investigational Allowances.
Liming materials shall be considered deficient when:

(a) The calcium carbonate equivalent (CCE) is found to be more than 2% below the guaranteed CCE.

(b) The elemental calcium (Ca) content is found to be more than 10% below the guaranteed calcium content.

(c) The elemental magnesium (mg) content is found to be more than 10% below the guaranteed magnesium content.
(d) The particle size is found to be more than 5% below the percentage guaranteed.

(e) The moisture content is found to be more than 12% above the guaranteed maximum moisture content.

40-27-1-.09 Reports of analysis and requests for portions of official samples.
(1) Reports on all liming materials whose analysis shows the sample to be within the investigational allowances established above

shall show that the sample is found to be in compliance and shall not be required to show the actual analyses.

(2) Upon request of a licensee within ten days after receipt of a liming materials analysis 1'ep‘ort, the Commissioner shall make
available a portion of the official sample of any liming material reported to be deficient.

40-27-1-.10 Determining injurious toxic materials.
In determining if a liming material contains quantities of toxic materials which could be injurious to plants or animals, the

Commissioner shall rely upon guidelines or other data developed by the University of Georgia.




